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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 V A method for leading a user through a program procedure on a computer, the method 

2 comp^ing the steps of: 

3 a jaisplaying a window to the user providing information regarding parameters of the 

4 programs 

5 b) transferririg^he user from the window to a parameter input window associated 

6 with one of the p^tmeters selected by the user to be set or changed, wherein the user 

7 provides information in^ parameter input window to set or change the value of the 

8 parameter, the parameter inpiitvwindow being the only location where the parameters 

9 need to be set or changed. 

1 2S. The method according to claim 1, wherein, prior step a), the user is provided with at 

2 leasKtwo interaction path options, a first one of the interaction path options being a non- 

3 expert path and a second one of the interaction path options being an expert path. 

1 3. The\iethod according to claim 1, wherein 

2 prior to^sitep a), a choice window is displayed to the user, wherein the user is 

3 provided with at lekst two interaction path options, a first one of the interaction path options 

4 being a non-expert pa^ and a second one of the interaction path options being an expert path; 

5 and \ 

6 further wherein, when the user has selected the non-expert path, the window is an 

7 information window providing^nformation regarding a parameter of the program. 

1 4. The method according to claim\ further comprising the step of: 

2 c) displaying another mformation window providing information regarding 

3 another parameter of theWogram. 

1 5. The method according to claim 3, further comprising the step of: 

2 c) repeating steps a) and b) for additional information windows in the non- 

3 expert path, each of the additional information windows providing 

4 information regarding different parart^ters of the program. 
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1 di. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of displaying another information 

2 winiiQw comprises returning the user from the parameter input window to the information 

3 window, associated with the parameter selected to be set or changed by the user and then 

4 forwardingstfie user to the another information window. 

1 7. The method according to claim 3, wherein, when the user has selected the expert 

2 path, the window ik an expert window listing any of the parameters of the program which 

3 may be modified by tnk user. 

1 8. The method according tosclaim 7, further comprising the step of: 

2 c) after the userNprovides the information in the parameter input window, 

3 returning the user to the e^ert window. 

1 9. The method according to claimNZ, further comprising the step of: 

2 c) repeating steps a) and b) Kyr each of the parameters selected by the user from 

3 the expert window when the user has selected the expert path. 

1 10. The method according to claim 7, further (x>mprising: 

2 c) after step b), transferring the user fronrthe parameter input window to the 

3 information window associated with the pa^meter, thereby allowing the user 

4 to view the information regarding the parameter; and 

5 d) returning the user to the parameter input window\ 

1 11. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the stepW preventing the user 

2 from selecting to set or change a value of the parameter for at least one oHhe parameters. 

1 12. The method according to claim 1 , wherein a parameter must be modified. 

1 13. \ A computer system for leading a user through a program procedure, the system 

2 comprising>s. 

3 a) a wbri^tion, including a display; and 

4 b) a program fbi^displaying a window to the user on the display providing 

5 information regarding paramfetet;s of the program; and whereupon in response to the 

6 user selecting to set or change aNaJue of one of the parameters, the user is 

7 transferred from the window to a parametei^^put window associated with the 

8 selected parameter, wherein the user provides infonhatjon in the parameter input 
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9 \ window to set or ch^ge the value of the parameter, the parameter input window 
10 Ny. being the only location Vhere the parameters need to be set or changed. 

1 14. Thescomputer system according to claim 13, wherein prior to displaying the window 

2 to the user, in the program, the user is provided with at least two interaction path options, a 

3 first one of the interaction path options being a non-expert path and a second one of the 

4 interaction path optics being an expert path. 

1 15. The computer system according to claim 13, wherein 

2 prior to displaying the window to the user, a choice window is displayed to the user 

3 on the display, wherein in the ptogram, the user is provided with at least two interaction path 

4 options, a first one of the interaction path options being a non-expert path and a second one 

5 ofthe interaction path options being an expert path; and 

6 further wherein, when the user ftas selected the non-expert path, the window is an 

7 information window providing informationsxegarding a parameter of the program. 

1 16. The computer system according to claun 15, wherein another information window is 

2 displayed on the display, providing information regarding another parameter ofthe program. 

1 17. The computer system according to claim 15, w ^lerein in the program, the user is 

2 provided with additional information windows in the nonexpert path, each ofthe additional 

3 information windows providing information regarding additional parameters of the program. 

1 18. The computer system according to claim 1 6, wherein in me program, the provision of 

2 the additional information windows is accomplished by returning tne user from the parameter 

3 input window to the information window associated with the parameW selected to be set or 

4 changed by the user and then forwarding the user to one of the acKiitional information 

5 windows. \ 

1 19. The computer system according to claim 1 5 , wherein: \ 

2 in the program, when the user has selected the expert path, the window i^n expert 

3 window listing any of the parameters ofthe program which may be modified by the lAer. 
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1 ^0. The computer system according to claim 19, wherein, in the program, after the user 

2 prCivides the information in the parameter input window, the user is returned to the expert 

3 windW. 

1 21. Tne computer system according to claim 19, wherein in the program, upon returning 

2 the user to thes^xpert window, the user may select other parameters from the expert window. 

1 22. The compter system according to claim 19, wherein in the program, the user is 

2 transferred from the parameter input window to the information window associated with the 

3 parameter, thereby allo^g the user to view the information regarding the parameter; and 

4 whereupon, the user is retired to the parameter input window. 

1 23. The computer system ^cording to claim 13, wherein the program prevents the user 

2 from selecting to set or change a value of the parameter for at least one of the parameters. 

1 24. The computer system according^© claim 13, wherein a parameter must be modified. 

A computer program to be performed on or with the aid of a computer system for 

2 leadingVtxser through a program procedure on a computer, the computer program 

3 comprising tnfes^eps of: 

4 a) displayings^ window to the user providing information regarding parameters of the 

5 program; 

6 b) transferring the us^from the window to a parameter input window associated 

7 with one of the parameters^ected by the user to be set or changed, wherein the user 

8 provides information in the para^ieter input window to set or change the value of the 

9 parameter, the parameter input windbw being the only location where the parameters 
10 need to be set or changed. \. 

1 26. The computer program according to claim 25, wherein, prior step a), the user is 

2 provided with at least t^ interaction path options, a first one of the interaction path options 

3 being a non-expert path andva second one of the interaction path options being an expert path. 

1 27. The computer program a^rding to claim 25, wherein 

2 , prior to step a), a choice winoi^ is displayed to the user, wherein the user is 

3 provided with at least two interaction pathsoptions, a first one of the interaction path options 

4 being a non-expert path and a second one of the interaction path options being an expert path; 
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\ further wherein, when the user has selected the non-expert path, the window is an 
infonmtion window providing information regarding a parameter of the program. 

28. The computer program according to claim 27, further comprising the step of: 

c) \displaying another information window providing information regarding 
another parameter of the program. 

29. The computer program according to claim 27, further comprising the step of: 

c) repeatings^teps a) and b) for additional information windows in the non- 
expert patk each of the additional information windows providing 
information regarding different parameters of the program. 

30. The computer program according to claim 28, wherein the step of displaying another 
information window comprises returmng the user from the parameter input window to the 
information window associated with theWrameter selected to be set or changed by the user 
and then forwarding the user to the another Wormation window. 

31. The computer program according to claim 27, wherein, when the user has selected 
the expert path, the window is an expert window lislbmg any of the parameters of the program 
which may be modified by the user. \ 

32. The computer program according to claim 3 1 , furthercomprising the step of: 

c) after the user provides the information in the parameter input window, 
returning the user to the expert window. \ 

33 . The computer program according to claim 3 1 , further comprising the step of: 

c) repeating steps a) and b) for each of the parameters selectMvby the user from 
the expert window when the user has selected the expert path. \ 

34. The computer program according to claim 3 1 , further comprising: \ 

c) after step b), transferring the user firom the parameter input window to^Jie 
information window associated with the parameter, thereby allowing theNiser 
to view the information regarding the parameter; and \ 

d) returning the user to the parameter input window. 
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1 35. \ The computer program according to claim 25, further comprising the step of 

2 prevemmg the user from selecting to set or change a value of the parameter for at least one of 

3 the parambters. 

1 36. The computer program according to claim 25, wherein a parameter must be 

2 modified. > 

1 37s. A computer-readable medium containing a program for performing the method of 

2 leadingva user through a program procedure on a computer, comprising the steps of: 

3 a) oi^laying a window to the user providing information regarding parameters of the 

4 prograni^v 

5 b) transferrin^Nstoe user from the window to a parameter input window associated 

6 with one of the pamis^eters selected by the user to be set or changed, wherein the user 

7 provides information in the^arameter input window to set or change the value of the 

8 parameter, the parameter inpuNmdow being the only location where the parameters 

9 need to be set or changed. 

1 38. \/rhe computer-readable medium according to claim 37, wherein, prior step a), the 

2 user is prbvided with at least two interaction path options, a first one of the interaction path 

3 options beingv^ non-expert path and a second one of the interaction path options being an 

4 expert path. \ 

1 39. The computer-^adable medium according to claim 37, wherein 

2 prior to step a), a choice window is displayed to the user, wherein the user is 

3 provided with at least two intCT^ction path options, a first one of the interaction path options 

4 being a non-expert path and a secohd one of the interaction path options being an expert path; 

5 and \ 

6 further wherein, when the user hbs selected the non-expert path, the window is an 

7 information window providing information reWding a parameter of the program. 

1 40. The computer-readable medium according to clW 39, further comprising the step of: 

2 c) displaying another information windoW providing information regarding 

3 another parameter of the program. \ 

1 41. The computer-readable medium according to claim 39, fuKrtier comprising the step 
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repeating steps a) and b) for additional information windows in the non- 
expert path, each of the additional information windows providing 
information regarding different parameters of the program. 

42. Tfte computer-readable medium according to claim 40, wherein the step of 
displaying a)u)ther information window comprises returning the user from the parameter 
input window tb the information window associated with the parameter selected to be set or 
changed by the us^ and then forwarding the user to the another information window. 

43. The computerVreadable medium according to claim 39, wherein, when the user has 
selected the expert path, the window is an expert window listing any of the parameters of the 
program which may be mooified by the user. 

44. The computer-readable meoium according to claim 43, further comprising the step of: 

c) after the user pro\ddes the information in the parameter input window, 
returning the user to the expenswindow. 

45. The computer-readable medium according to claim 43, further comprising the step 
of: \ 

c) repeating steps a) and b) for eacHSof the parameters selected by the user from 
the expert window when the user has selected the expert path. 

computer-readable medium according to claim 43, further comprising: 

after step b), transferring the user from the parameter input window to the 
information window associated with the parameter, thereby allowing the user 
to view the information regarding the parameter;\and 
returning the user to the parameter input window. \ 

47. The computer-readable medium according to claim 37, further comprising the step of 
preventing the user from selecting to set or change a value of the parametenfor at least one of 
the parameters. \ 

48. The computer-readable medium according to claim 37, wherein a parameter must be 
modified. \ 
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